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High-quality Development of the Yangtze River Economic Belt
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Preliminary Research on Coordinated Development Pattern and
Optimization Strategy of Cities in the Yangtze River Economic Belt

ZENG Gang' CAO Xianzhong WANG Fenglong

(1 Center for Modern Chinese City Studies, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062, China;
2 Institute of Urban Development, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062, China )
Absrtact  The coordinated development of cities is one of the important ways to achieve the goal of high-quality development in the
Yangtze River Economic Belt. Based on the theories of Society-Economy-Environment, Regional Innovation System, and Relational
Economic Geography, this study constructs an evaluation index system of the coordinated development capability of cities in the
Yangtze River Economic Belt, and with the help of quantitative methods such as spatial correlation and Zipf scale rank, calculates and
analyzes the coordinated development capability of cities in 2019. Results show that the coordinated development pattern of cities in the
Yangtze River Economic Belt is characterized by Shanghai’s prominent leading position, obvious differences in city grades, distinctive
core-edge structure, and complex relationships in different fields. In order to enhance the city’s capability of coordinated development,
this paper points that it should focus on creating a collaborative innovation network, developing two-way enclaves, paying attention
to multi-field collaborative interaction, and striving to achieve the national strategic goal of the development of the Yangtze River
Economic Belt.

Keywords coordination, innovation, green, the Yangtze River Economic Belt
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