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The Unit Instruction Design from the Perspective of ''Big Idea'

—Focusing on Competence—Oriented Class Transformation

Liv Hui

Abstract: With the transformation of the industrial age into the information age, competence— oriented class
transformation has come into existence, aiming at changing teaching objectives, and improving students” competence to
solve real-world problems by changing the indoctrination of students with expert knowledge into the cultivation of their
expert thinking. "Big idea, " focusing on the practice of the competence in teaching, indicates the concepts, ideas and
topics reflecting expert thinking, and is of great value in life. An understanding of "big idea" helps to develop specific and
abstract recognition, promote the high—road transfer by linking different educational stages and subjects, and break the
barriers between school education and real-world problems. The unit instruction design under the guidance of "big idea"
includes three key steps: the goal design, the evaluation design, and the process design. To promote the unit instruction
design, we need to establish the goal based on macroscopic and microscopic thinking, highlight not only the "assessment
for learning" and the "assessment of learning" but also the "assessment as learning, " and lead students into persistent
thinking in the learning process of "preparation—construction—application" based on basic problems.
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