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525& Xi's trips to Washington state deepen ties,

knowledge
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The visit was nearly seven years ago, but it is etched so clearly on
Nathan Bowling's mind that it is as though it happened
yesterday.

TFrI, PEEREFEIEFEE T EEERSHMNETE, SEIER
BRFRRZITAR EMERIZEIEEIEL, ESAICIZIE.
On Sept 23, 2015, Bowling was teaching a sociology class at

Lincoln High School in Tacoma, Washington state, but this was

to be no routine lesson. Standing in the classroom before him



and his students was a very special guest: Chinese President Xi
Jinping.
2015 9 B 23 H, SEEINMERIDHAME S, WHIEESLFE
HEHSEZIRE, SXEK, XERIEAESE: —(U55INE
ABIRET—FEEREREIIEF.
Xi's school visit was his last public stop during a visit to
Washington state. He would meet members of the Lincoln High
School football team and receive a custom No 1 Lincoln Abes'
game jersey with his name on it.
IHEME PFEEI T ERE LN HREREN &b A TS,
RS I T RSP EBTERRABA R, FHERTE—HERIRIENE b= aY 1
SEkK,
"At one point, we had a conversation about whether they could
shake his hand or not," Bowling said of his students. "And | was
like, 'Of course not. No way.' And then, when he stuck his hand
out to shake hands with the kids in the row, the first kid squealed,
like it was the Beatles. That was really cool to me. That means
they understood the gravity of the moment."
EEFMENZE: "FNBENEFEENREST LI EEETF. HITREE,
XAAEE, ' Bk, AIEFEEEFREZAIEFE, F—D&F
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Among the many things Bowling clearly recalls about the visit is
what Xi said about China.

M E S BRICE I FEEENBPERIRAYE,

Bowling recalled Xi as saying something to the effect of when
you go to Xi'an, you can see China more than 1,000 years in the
past; when you go to Beijing you can see 500 years in the past;
and when you go to Shanghai you can see 100 years in the past.
fitii, BETENPEERAR, EARFHIFERILRE, E—AFENT
ExLiE.

"And that passage really stuck with me. That's kind of a
demonstration of the depth of Chinese history."

BErfg:  "BRRIELLREELISR, BT FERERIRREE.
Bowling and his wife have visited China many times since 2014.
They have worked with high school students and middle school
students in Chengdu, Sichuan province. The other cities they
have toured include Beijing, Macao, Hong Kong and Shanghai.
2014 FLLKEMFIMBIIZ FE LR KB E. BB SH)ISmREH
RIRIREMSPERR, BEMIItR, R). &F8HLE5M,
Bowling said his trips to China have enabled him to deepen his
knowledge far beyond what people can get from a book. On

each trip, he said, he has been "blown away" by the country, its



people and their generosity.

iR, JURPEZITINR TP ER T, BBRITTEH 7 ABA

EFrEEERIRT, ftti, BIRIRIT, HEBX MEZR. XERIARMILb]

RUIRIEEAVBEr “H7AR" .

In 2019, Bowling and his family moved to the United Arab

Emirates, and his most recent trip to China was in 2020, when he

accompanied his students to a conference at Concordia

International School in Shanghai.

2019 &, MM ABEMERE, ttRIN—XRFEZITREE 2020

F, SEMEERFESIE L8 —MERFERE RIS,

"I have fond memories also of the first host family we stayed

with. They were just like everyday Chinese ... middle-class people,

who were living very, very happy lives."
"BAVENFE— N EHFERELTE T 7E=FICIZ. tImEEERIF

EA... SEIFEIFEERIVES, "

"I learned how to play mahjong and how to make dumplings. |

think what really made that visit meaningful is that | was able to

bring some of that culture and some of the history to my

students. And that's what the president offered with his visits."
"BFER TIIRSMNERF. FOAAXRIBERIENET, HEEHFE

TEPERISUCHRE. XEEIERE DN EPZEFRIE,



After exchanging gifts and speaking with students that day in
Tacoma, Xi made a speech in the school auditorium.
IJEFEREIMREPFIR, ESFENIRA, TR, HE
FIRALERR T IE B,
Because of her involvement with the Lincoln Lady Abes
basketball team, Shauntel Berry was able to witness the speech.
What she remembered most clearly was the delay between Xi
saying in Chinese that 100 students were to be invited to travel
to China, and then the translation from the interpreter. Everyone
was cheering, probably hoping to be one of those selected, she
said.
EAMBEZFEBAN—R, BR/R UinIliaiE 7 XigiEk. Hics
RinmHIR, JERERTE(THER T —PIAKRNIRE, BAFIGR,
R#hiE 100 BMEFZEINFEEXRPEME, XS ANHHINEREZOER
D7ERER, A ABRIFER, HERARIETRIZ=IE)L.
"Initially, | didn't understand why President Xi was visiting my
high school out of all the other schools," Berry said. "Before, |
was not aware of the connection between Lincoln and China.
Mimi: "E—FHAARHEATAIEREE—RFRPIEFGEFE
ESH., BINATERSHENPENERR.

"Having never traveled, | had no prior opinions about China. ... |



had no idea what life was like outside of my own (country). In
being gifted with an opportunity to observe and experience a
different way of living, | will forever be thankful to President Xi."

"BTFMNREIHE, ENPEREERPNSR. ... HAREE SEZRIA
FNETERT AR, B KRG S EEILEREEA TS MR AN —
MARRIEFL. "

In 2016, Berry visited China as one of those 100 students invited.
2016 &, MIHIEAZIEHT 100 BF4EZ—HETHE.,

"Traveling to China made me realize we're all living different
lives, and there's more than one way to live. | took notice of the
values and the normality of respect of the Chinese people, a
shock compared to here in the states.

"BIRENFIULRRRE, ANEESEAR, £EEHIALE—. I
TRE THFEARNAANGEZE, SEEABERARE,
"There is a level of tradition that seemed to be maintained no
matter where you were. My great-grandfather Lee, who was
Chinese, but born in India, would always introduce me to
different Asian foods and snacks while growing up. Having those
experiences only made me want to know more.

"PEANUFTICEZME, BEREECHES. RIVSEIRHE
EENERIES, ERAIKINERES, MERRFENEBARRNILMNER,
XL RAEE S TiFEPE, "



"Traveling to China was not only a way to learn about the culture,
but also respect the land that my ancestors had once walked.
The week spent there was not nearly enough time. There was so
much | wanted to explore and see.”

"B EIRITAME THRPEN ARSI, BERIEREEET
ALIEEL. —ERILFEETET S, REBRSHREEIRR, XZ
5 BSW, "

Berry said she plans to study in China and would like to learn
about the origins of traditional Chinese medicine.

MinFr, WIIEXTEES, THPESIER.

Lincoln High School Principal Patrick Erwin, said: "The president's
visit (in 2015) opened my students' eyes to the rest of the world,
specifically China. They have never met or been in the presence
of a leader of his magnitude, so that made it special, but the gift
of travel that he gave to our students will never be forgotten.
MEPERKIMFREFRR/RR . "IEFE (2015 F) RYREELEFEE
MNERTHR AR5, SRR FE. MIINKRSEIIEFERE
XEFRRERSA, FTLUXIRES, JERELFENALDMEIXE
s,

"The visit dazzled them, and the ensuing trip changed their lives
forever. | have students that planned on studying in China before

the pandemic and still hope to do so once things return to



normal.”

"BORIBIEEFENATFIRR, FEferIFEZ IRUIADRESER T ttiJr9%E
im. MERIBRERABEALETNEFESRS, WEMRINIHERF—]
WS IEE RN EES,

It was Xi's second visit to Tacoma, his first being 22 years earlier
when he was Party secretary of Fuzhou, capital of Fujian province.
A year later, Tacoma and Fuzhou would become sister cities.
XEREIEFE RGRER DM, 1993 F, MEEEEENHEZEPIC
RSIESFERRdER S, —5FE, ERSHAEMNHEY 7R T
hRE,

In 2008, to facilitate ties between teachers, students, sports and
culture, Lincoln High School signed a memorandum with the
Affiliated High School of Fuzhou Institute of Education.

2008 &, MEPEMBEMNABEZEHIBHFET 7—I (REFZRIR
BESR)  BOOTINEMINR. FE. XUHMIKSSEATSSNR.
More frequent cultural and educational exchanges after that
spawned a fruitful relationship that helped set the stage for Xi's
visit.

ofE , PIBFEFT T SRERI N AN B3R, WE T EERHISIERR,
AEFHRIBIRIGIRIENE T &4,



Last year, Erwin wrote to Xi and briefed him about student
exchanges in recent years. Before the COVID-19 pandemic, the
school received about 10 student-group visits from China and
welcomed 25 to 50 Chinese exchange students to Tacoma each
year.
2021 &, WRNEIEFEREBE, ITRZRAFRIEZRBIR.
ZIIERE T A2 10 NREFEHE], 2016 = 2019 FASES 25 £ 50
BHRERREREZRF IS ;.
Students and teachers were forever changed by what they saw in
the schools they visited in China, Erwin said.
YIRS, IR ERNLFE Z IR AR —IRERIT,
"Dedicated students, excellent teaching and a focus on
education as the gateway to a better life. | know the students
who visited returned home committed to doing more to try and
keep up with their Chinese friends."

AR, BT UOEERIFEE, HEeRHE, MIENHE, KEME
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