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Some Ideas on Building the Academic Discourse System of Modern Chinese History: An Analysis
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On the Functions and Powers of the Grand Council (1862 —1888) «---------ee--- Liu Wenhua (40)

In the late Qing Dynasty, both Emperor Tongzhi and Emperor Guangxu succeeded to the throne when they were young
and could not perform their duties of handling state affairs. Therefore, in both cases, the Empress Dowagers attended to
state affairs from behind a curtain. In both cases, the Empress Dowagers relied more on the Grand Council than ever
before. As a result, the functions and powers of the Grand Council expanded remarkably, as evidenced by its increasing
role in document processing and official appointment. The Grand Council could propose policy suggestions on such
important documents like internal and external Palace Memorials, administrative reports and the Criminal Yellow Books.
When it came to the appointment of officials, the Grand Council could submit a list of candidates whenever there were
vacancies in the positions of ministers or provincial envoys. In addition, it was entitled to read the Palace Memorials on
Provincial Secret Examination. The Grand Council continued to enjoy these powers until Empress Dowager Cixi returned the
imperial power to Emperor Guangxu in 1889. With its expanded functions and powers, the Grand Council had far-reaching
impact on the political situations during the middle and late Guangxu period and during the Xuantong period.

From Belligerence to Pacification; the Opinion Orientation of Shenbao During the Sino-French
War .......................................................................................... Huang Fei(sg)

Experiences, Witnessing and Memories: Several Ordinary Chinese during the Boxer Rebellion
................................................................................................ Dai Haibin ( 74 )

This paper concentrated on three ordinary Chinese during the Boxer Rebellion in 1900, namely, Jin Sixi, Zheng
Dianfang and Fu Jingtao. All of them were Chinese Christians and lived at the margin of society. As the witnesses of the chaos
at the time, they unintentionally left their imprint on history. They took shelter in a foreign embassy at one time and were to
various extents involved in transmitting information underground during the war. Consequently, they respectively played a role
in mediation and rescuing the embassy from the siege. Their actions transcended the China versus Foreign dichotomy. As
“exceptional” personal choices under very exireme circumstances, their actions indicated the failure of relevant social
mechanisms. These ordinary Chinese did some extraordinary things, but they were not able to tell their stories on their own.
All the historical records about their deeds were written by others. By piecing together all relevant historical records,
researchers can re-create their full images, through which we can understand the focus of a specific time and the standpoints
of different social groups. Stories of ordinary people may be the key to understanding the magnificent aspects of history.

160





