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Talks on Paper
Series Reflecting on Contemporary Intellectual Trends and Schools of Thought in Historiography:
Global History

Editor’ s Notes: The constant emergence of new intellectual movements and schools of
thought in contemporary historical studies is the result both of the conscious endeavors of
researchers from different countries and regions and the efforts of international teams engaged in
academic cooperation. New trends in historiography have been continuously introduced since the
1990s; however, the picture remains unclear. The reason may be the lack of dialogues, disputes
and interactions, leading to a situation in which people are talking to themselves. If these new
ideas cannot be internalized into academic consciousness in the course of historical research, their
influence will gradually die out. Taking advantage of the fact that although these trends and
schools have gained a certain experience and empirical research basis, they are still growing, and
bearing in mind the paucity of academic reflection in Chinese historical circles, we have organized
scholars in the relevant fields to cut across the many streams and make periodical reviews by
focusing on reflection, with the aim of encouraging Chinese historians to look forward and back
so that Chinese innovations in historical knowledge merge into the whole body of human
knowledge. This series opens with “global history.” We hope that it will not only reflect new
horizons in history, but also be a concrete manifestation of Chinese relations with the world
today.

Interaction between Civilizations: From the History of Civilization to Global History
Liu Xincheng (4)
Exploring the Relations between Different Parts of the World: the Trends and Practice of Global
Historical Studies Jiang Zhushan (11)
Other Possibilities for Transcending the Compilation of Global History and World History
Zhang Xupeng (17)
Facing Research on Global History and on Chinese History Wang Yongping (25)
Global History and Its Multiple Potentials Dominic Sachsenmaier (31)

Research Articles
City States and Multi-state States in China’s Early State Period Yuan Jianping (37)
A natural division in the early state in ancient China occurred during the later stage of the
late Neolithic era, about 5500-4000 years ago. The ancient Chinese state went through the four
stages of banggud ( ,a small state with a city as its center and a small population )—multi-
state states ( fanggud )—kingdoms—empire, rather than the three stages of ancient
states—multi-state states—empire, or alternatively city states—kingdoms—empire. Banggué
was the first stage of the earliest ancient Chinese states, and lasted roughly from 3500 to 2500 B.
C. The Liyang Plain located in the middle reaches of the Yangtze River entered this stage about
5500 years ago after about 2,000 years of increasing social complexity. The multi-state state was
an alliance of bangguods. centering on a relatively large banggué in which the suzerain state allied
itself with surrounding bangguds or, through armed conquest, brought some of these states into
subjection or semi~subjection. This was a further development in the early state, running roughly
from 2500 -2000 B. C. The later stage of the Qujialing culture of the middle reaches of the
Yangtze River began moving towards this form. By the time of the early stage of the Shijiahe
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Culture, the San Miao multi-state state was coming into being. The “diversity” in “unity in

¢

diversity” should refer to the diverse civilizations of the banggud, while “unity” refers to the

unity of the kingdom civilization.

A New Probe into the Issue Settling the Enmity between the Fan Zhongyan and Lii Yijian Families
Wang Ruilai (54)
The period from the Northern to the Southern Song saw a succession of unresolved
arguments over the hostile relations between Fan Zhongyan and Lii Yijian, both of whom had
been famous statesmen under Emperor Renzong, and over the banishment of enmity by the two
families after both men were dead. Following detailed studies by contemporary scholars, it can be
said that the dust has settled. However, the real intention behind Ouyang Xiu’s writing on this
issue does not appear to have been demonstrated. By exploring the process by which this enmity
grew and was resolved and the reason Ouyang Xiu hesitated for more than a year before writing
the epitaph on Fan Zhongyan’s tomb, and by further analyzing the different opinions on this
issue held by the Southern Song school of textual research and that of the school of fundamental
principles, we can see that, in fact, both Fan Chunren’ s view that the enmity should be
continued and the opposing view put forward by Ouyang Xiu are factual at different cognitive
levels. If we leave aside the historical complication of whether the two families did resolve their
enmity and scrutinize the issue of the dissolution of enmity between the two and the subsequent
debates on this issue against the historical background of the Song dynasty, and thence discuss
the question of identifying and interpreting historical facts, the case may provide us with some
methodological pointers for historical interpretation in a broader sense.

The Formation of the Qian tai wo zuan . from Local Experience to Common Memory
Liu Xiaodong (68)
The Qian tai wo zuan is a private compilation of memories of the activities of Japanese
pirates during the reign of Emperor Jiajing, at a time when Korea was under attack from
Toyotomi Hideyoshi. Its main purpose was to guard against and resist the pirates. From an
analysis of the compilers of this work and the course process of its compilation it can readily be
seen that as early as before the Im Jin War, the Jiangxi region already had quite an in-depth store
of local knowledge of “Japan” and “Japanese pirates.” This was partly due to the introduction
and dissemination of information on the pirates by a number of officials who were Jiangxi natives
and who were serving in the southeast coastal areas where there was rampant piracy in the Jiajjng
era. Their participation in the campaign against Japanese piracy in the coastal areas greatly
strengthened the spiritual bonds between the two regions, and also became a major way of
shaping and strengthening the fame of these officials’ native place. Thus, what was originally
people’s historical experience of the Japanese pirates in the regions affected by their incursions
became a kind of common historical memory recognized and accepted by regions that had not been
affected.

Examining the Uprising of the Tianli Sect and the Belief That the Intercalary Eighth Month of the
Lunar Calendar is Unlucky Zhang Ruilong and Huang Yinong (84)

The belief that the intercalary eighth month of the lunar calendar is unlucky first emerged in
the uprising of the Tianli (Heavenly Principles ) Sect during the reign of Emperor Jiaqing of the
Qing Dynasty. In the sixteenth year of Jiaging, the followers of the sect, inspired by the words
“Mid-Autumn Festival Eighth Month, Eighth Month Mid-Autumn Festival” in their religious
text, chose the intercalary eighth month of the eighteenth year of Jiaqing for their uprising.
However, the officially issued almanac had no intercalary eighth month that year, a fact that
caused great difficulty for the uprising. In order to strengthen their determination, the organizers
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