World failing to address dementia challenge

HRSERRAREDRE (T)

New initiative to better coordinate dementia research

= BT b AR SRAE A AT 245

A series of unsuccessful c/inical trials for treatments for
dementia,combined with the high costs of research and development, led
to declining interest in new efforts. There has, however, been a recent
increase in dementia research funding, mainly in high-income countries
such as Canada, the United Kingdom and the United States of America.
The latter increased its annual investment in Alzheimer's disease research
from US$ 631 million in 2015 to an estimated US$ 2.8 billion in 2020.
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"To have a better chance of success, dementia research efforts need to
have a clear direction and be better coordinated,” said Dr Tarun Dua,
Head of the Brain Health Unit at WHO. “This is why WHO is developing the
Dementia Research Blueprint, a global coordination mechanism to
provide structure to research efforts and stimulate new initiatives." An
important focus of future research efforts should be the inclusion of

people with dementia and their carers and families. Currently two-thirds



of countries reporting to the Global Dementia Observatory involve people
with dementia “rarely” or not at all.
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Good progress in awareness-raising campaigns
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More positively, countries in all regions have made good progress

/n implementing public awareness campaigns to improve public
understanding of dementia, with strong leadership by civil society.
Two-thirds of countries reporting to the Observatory have run
awareness-raising campaigns. And two-thirds have taken action to
improve the accessibility of physical and social environments for people
with dementia and to provide training and education to population
groups outside the health and social care sector, such as volunteers,
police, fire services andfirst responders.
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