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On Buddhism, Laozhuang Thoughts and Yao Nai’s Literary Creation
WU Xiaolin

(Department of Primary Education, Tongcheng Teacher’s College, Tongcheng Anhui 231400, China)

Abstract: As a representative of Tongcheng School, Yao Nai devoted himself to the study of
Confucianism in his early years, became an official in his mature years, resigned from his post for literary
creation in his middle years and developed special interest in Buddhism and Laozhuang thoughts in his later
years. Confucianists’ active participation in the world and lofty ambition, Taoism’s pure desire and return-
seeking nature, and Taoism’s outstanding independence and spontaneity have all realized the conscious and
sound integration of Yao Nai, and jointly built a rich spiritual home for him. The confluence of
Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism naturally inspired and guided Yao Nai’s literary creation.
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