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A Post-colonial Reading of The Man Who Would Be King
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Abstract : Rudyard Kipling s novelette The Man Who Would Be King reflects the authors early i-

dea yet foreshadows his later creation. And it is vital for readers to understand the ideclogy of the

time. The paper intends to analyze the Eastern and Western images fabricated by the novella from a

post-colonial perspective, drawing on the theory of Said, Spivak and Homi Bhabha, This paper holds

that two men's colonization propagated the conquer spirits of the Whites being justified by the dissimila-

tion of the colonized people and strengthening the hegemonic discourse. The collision between " superior

Western culture” and "inferior Eastern culture” broke up the isolation of the latter, thus generating a

state of cultural confounding.
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