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Historical Explanation and Historical Re — enactment ; Reshaping
the Image of Duke Zhuang in the First Year of Duke Yin’s Time (722 BC)

ZHANG Yi -yi
(College of Humanities and Law, Beijing University of Chemical Technology , Beijing 100029 , China )

Abstract ; “ Duke Zhuang defeated his younger brother Gong Shuduan” is a very famous historical narrative text in
Tso Chuan ,which tells the process of Duke Zhuang and his brother who became enemies for the throne. In the book
Tso Chuan, the moral deficiency that “the elder brother did not fulfill his responsibility to discipline his younger
brother, and the younger brother did not know that he should respect his elder brother” was the cause of the inci-
dent. Later generations based their comments mainly on Tso Chuan and ignored the political power of Wu Jiang, the
mother of two brothers. The sixth series of Tsinghua Bamboo Slips, Madame Zheng Wu’ s Rules,created Wu Jiang
who was accomplished in political strategy . Synthesizing the narrative of Tso Chuan and making analysis with the
historical reenactment theory,it can be seen that her years of secret political battle with Duke Zhuang was the im-
plicit political context in the narrative, With the help of Bianfu, Jizhong and others’ long — term planning, he
(Duke Zhuang ) made good use of the situation,expelled Gong Shuduan and imprisoned Wu Jiang, avoiding civil
strife and seeking development space for the prosperity of the state of Zheng. However, his love for evil and avoding
good as well as always satisfying the personal desires to keep the royal family and its ralatives planted the bane of
civil strife for the state of Zheng.

Key words : historical interpretation; historical narrative; historical enactment; Wujiang; Duke Zhuang

SRS BIBEAL SR BBEAL)

35



