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Magna Carta in China

QIAN Cheng — dan, LIANG Yue - tian
( Department of China, Peking University , Beijing, 100875, China)

Abstract; In China, as in Britain, when talking about Magna Carta some people concern about what it is
and some people concern about what it means. The former regard it more as a historical event and the latter
take it more as a historical metaphor. In this paper, the authors recall the history of Chinese understanding
and explanations of Magna Carta in China: how it was introduced to Chinese intellectuals in the 19th centu-
ry, how it was explained by different people with different political/academic standpoints, how it was under-
stood by historians with different generations and how it was described in Chinese textbooks and so on. The
authors also express reflections on the document, and argue that if there had not been the English Revolution
of the 17th century, Magna Carta, a medieval document as it was in protecting the “liberties” of the feudal
lords primarily, might have long fallen into obscurity as most of its similar. So, historical significance of
Magna Carta was made by history itself.

Key words: Magna Carta; Chinese literature; Chinese understanding of Magna Carta
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