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A Study on the Disciplinary Competence—based Test Development for

the College Entrance Examination of History
ZHENG Lin, ZHAO Lu, SUN Rui
(Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: This article intends to apply the performance standards of history disciplinary competence framework to

analyze the college entrance examination of history over the past five years in terms of how students’ history

competences were assessed. It tries to provide the following suggestions so that the examination can meet the
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requirements of the History Curriculum Standards for Senior High Schools (2017 Edition) : a) increase the number
of test items that aim at assessing students’ ability of transferring and creating appropriately; b) put more emphasis
on the assessment of higher—level history disciplinary competences; ¢) accurately interpret the academic standards
of history based on the key competences of the subject; d) explore effective ways of assessment, including creating
unfamiliar, complex and open—ended genuine problems and contexts, to comprehensively evaluate the key
competences of history.

Keywords: test development for the college entrance examination; core literacy; key competence; curriculum

standards . .
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Issues in Aligning Assessments to Language Proficiency Frameworks and Standards
Spiros APAGEORGIOU
(Educational Testing Service, Princeton, NJ 08541, USA)

Abstract: The demand for alignment of assessments to language proficiency frameworks and standards has
increased worldwide, because of educational reforms which push for accountability, including close monitoring of
students’ progress and use of standardized tests. In the field of second language assessment, the alignment of tests
to proficiency levels of the Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR) has dominated related research for
more than a decade. Aligning test content and scores to the levels of a language proficiency framework has been
advocated as a way to facilitate score interpretations across different educational contexts. However, researchers
have also noted several issues when embarking on the highly technical alignment process, given the unavoidably
generic description of proficiency contained in language frameworks. Drawing in particular on research related to
the CEFR, this paper discusses several important issues related to the alignment of assessments to language
proficiency frameworks and concludes with recommendations for alignment in the context of implementing new,
localized language proficiency frameworks. The research reviewed in this paper has implications for efforts to create
and successfully implement localized language proficiency frameworks, such as China’ s Standards of English
(CSED.
Keywords: test alignment; standard setting; CEFR; China’s Standards of English (CSE)
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