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The Concept of Evidence:
From National Curriculums to Historical Teaching

Lin, Tzu-shu’

Abstract

The present article sets out to explore the concept of evidence in the
perspective of high school’s national curriculums and school’s history
classes. History is a matter of interpretating evidence. Therefore the concept
of evidence is an important element in historical thinking that children should
learn in history classrooms. Indeed, “sources as evidence” have been written
in the official documents on Taiwan’s National Curriculum for High School
history since 1996. But, according to my research, teachers in general seem
to lack any idea of using sources to inspire students’ understanding of
evidence. This means there is a huge gap between ideal and reality. In order
to comprehend the possible reasons for this discrepancy, this article reviews
the development of teaching evidence in historical education in the UK since
the 1970’s, and reveals that teachers first need to realize what evidence is and
then to realize the difference between “source” and “evidence” if they want
to help students to learn the concept of evidence. This article concludes that
the most effective way to teach evidence is through classroom activities of

historical enquiry.
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