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The Expansion in the Name of Sanitation: The Formation of

Modern Sanitary System in Shanghai International Settlement
Yan Na
( Institute of Science Technology and Humanties Shanghai University of Traditional Chinese Medicine Shanghai 201203  China)

Abstract: The Shanghai International Settlement kept expansion during its 80-year existence. The Department of
Public Health came into existence to meet the sanitary demands of people. The SMC expanded its power by enacting
sanitary laws and rules. The case of Shanghai Water Works showed how the SMC expanded its power and made profit
in the name of sanitation: the SMC collected the information of Chinese residence and tried to expand its territory by
laying water mains. SMC offered medical service officially after it took over the General Hospital. At the beginning of
the 20th century the SMC launched health education both in schools and communities. It spread its influence on the
politics economics and thoughts through sanitation construction. The modern sanitary system in Shanghai International
Settlement was completed with the help of the NGO.

Keywords: Shanghai International Settlement; Shanghai Municipal Council ( SMC) ; sanitation; tap water; hospital
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