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Fall of Metaphor, pp. 36,37.

“Six Theses on Narrative Philosophy of History”

» in History and Tropology, The Rise and
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Historical Facts and Historical Interpretation:
A Survey in Light of 20th Century Western Historical Theories
PENG Gang
(Department of History, Qinghua Universtiy, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: The nature of history and the relationship between historians’ work and historical reality in the 20th century
Western historical theories can be divided into three different orientations, i. e. reconstructionism, constructionism, and de-
constructionism. The present paper aims to give an analysis of these three approaches. The author holds that the main fea-
ture of the postmodernist historical theories in these problems can be characterized as the textualization of history, the su-
premacy of historical interpretation over historical facts, and the pluralism of historical interpretation.

Key words: historical facts; historical interpretation; western historical theory
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