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Photo from tornado-damaged home lands almost 130 miles away
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When Katie Posten walked outside Saturday morning to her car parked in her driveway, she saw
something that looked like a note or receipt stuck to the windshield.
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She grabbed it and saw it was a black and white photo of a woman in a striped sundress and
headscarf holding a little boy in her lap. On the back, written in cursive, it said, “Gertie Swatzell &
J.D. Swatzell 1942 A few hours later, Posten would discover that the photo had made quite a
journey - almost 130 miles (209 kilometers) on the back of monstrous winds.
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She posted an image of the photo on Facebook and Twitter and asked for help in finding its
owners.
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"A lot of people shared it on Facebook. Someone came across it who is friends with a man with



the same last name, and they tagged him,” said Posten, 30, who works for a tech company.
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That man was Cole Swatzell, who commented that the photo belonged to family members in
Dawson Springs, Kentucky, almost 130 miles (209 kilometers) away from New Albany, as the crow
flies, and 167 miles (269 kilometers) away by car.

BB FURYRETRRER, BiFie, BRBTMHESEEMNERIEMITTHIIRA, BELIEEHER/RE
B9 209 NE, FEFIEEL] 269 NE,

In Dawson Springs — a town of about 2,700 people 60 miles (97 kilometers) east of Paducah —
homes were leveled, trees were splintered and search and rescue teams continued to scour the
community for any survivors.
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The fact that the photo traveled almost 130 milesis “unusual but not that unusual,” said John
Snow, a meteorology professor at the University of Oklahoma.
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Posten wasn’ t alone in finding family photos and school pictures that had traveled dozens of
kilometers in the tornadoes’ paths. A Facebook group was set up after the storms so people
could post photos and other items like an ultrasound image they had found deposited in their
yards.
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