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Modern Chinese History Studies
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The History of Individualism around the May Fourth Movement and Its Relationship with
Socialism and Collectivism ......................................................... Yang Nianqun (4)

Individualism was one of the major intellectual themes in the May Fourth period. It had enormous impact on the May
Fourth youth who were eager to pursue individual liberation and independence. However soon after the May Fourth and the
New Cultural Movement the discourses advocating individualism gradually diminished. In contrast to the devotion to the
nation and society the pure pursuit of individual independence was almost regarded equal to egoism and criticized
frequently. There are two reasons for this. First individualism is incompatible with the Chinese traditional ethics that
values the collective high. Second due to the rise of socialism after WWI individualism as the theoretical foundation of
capitalism and private ownership was questioned severely. After the outbreak of the total war against the Japanese
aggression the situation was suitable for the spread of the theories of social organism and collectivism so individualism

completely lost popularity and was replaced by collectivism in terms of ideology.

A Young Man from Township Looking for a Way Out: Qian Mu and the May Fourth Movement
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Qu Jun ( 25)

The existing research on the relationship between Qian Mu and the May Fourth Movement is highly influenced by Qian
Mu’ s own narration about the May Fourth in the 1930s. As a result he has appeared as an intellectual opposing this
movement. In fact Qian Mu only became alienated from and started reflecting on the May Fourth after he had profoundly
understood and actively participated in it. Based on the newly discovered materials related to Qian Mu in his early years
this article investigates the following questions in details: how did some aspects of the interaction between Qian Mu and the
May Fourth Movement such as the new intellectual trends influence the local society in the Jiangnan area? In which ways
did Qian Mu participate in the May Fourth? What was the internal logic in his transition from reading the New Youth to

reading the traditional books? How did external environment influence this transition?

John Dewey’ s Interactive Experience with China «-----ooovoveeeiininn Peng Shanshan ( 41)

Popular Riots in the Areas Occupied by the Taipings and the Response of the Regime
................................................................................................... Liu Chen (51)

In the areas controlled by the Taipings especially the prosperous regions in Jiangsu and Zhejiang occupied by the
Taipings in the 1860s there were numerous riots. The riots most of which were targeted at the economic policies of the
Taipings illustrate the failure of the regime to control the local society. The Taipings suppressed the riots with coercive
power without considering social consequences and directly intervened in the business between tenants and landlords. The
complicated and diversified social consequences of the riots had great impact on the Taiping rule. First the coercive
suppression of the riots demanded a large part of the government resources and weakened the military power of the Taipings.
Second the Taipings were gradually losing popular support from the local society because of the riots. Most importantly
the continuous riots in the areas ruled by the Taipings to some extent show their failure to control the society. The failure of

the social control foreshadowed the end of the Taiping regime.
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