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Britain Overseas Colonial Trade Strategy in 17th Century
WANG Shuo
(College of History, Dalian University, Dalian 116622, China)

Abstract: The British colonial trade development strategy in the 17th century can be divided into four stages:
the early mercantile stage of the Stuart dynasty, the maritime trade protectionism of the Republic, the stage of
colonial’ s expansion and the charter companies’ prosperity in restoration, the overseas economic and trade system
forming stage after the Glorious Revolution. Looking at Britain’s 17th century overseas colonial trade strategy, it
can be recognized that the marine economic strategy has a positive interaction with the geopolitical strategy and the
maritime military strategy, and has played a driving force in the process of the rise of Britain.

Key words: Stuart dynasty; system of foreign trade and economy; mercantilism; free trade
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