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TUSI AND BORDER SECURITY OF THE SOUTHWEST BORDER
IN THE QING DYNASTY
Ma Yahui

Abstract: In the Qing Dynasty, the factors influencing the security and stability of the southwest
border mainly came from two aspects: one was outside of China, the other was inside of China. For the
threats outside of China, the Tusi in the southwest border, as the fence of the country, prevented the inva-
sion of and turmoil from the neighboring countries; for the threats inside of China, the Tusi in the south-
west border, responsible for border administration, maintained the local social orders, captured the out-
laws, collected information, and suppressed the uprisings etc. To ensure the safety of border, the Qing gov-
ernment also punished those convicted Tusi who were not conducive to the stability of the border areas by
means of dismissal, purposive assignment, abolishment of Tusi’s hereditary status etc. The station of Tusi
at the southwest border by the Qing government was a necessary means to maintain the security of the border
in a specific historical period. Comparing the effect of input and output, the input was minimum while the
output was maximum. Therefore, in the Qing Dynasty, Tusi in the southwest border played a particularly
important role in maintaining the border’s security and stability.

Keywords: The Qing Dynasty; the southwest border; Tusi; border security; border administration
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