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reshaped the diplomatic pattern in the Near East and had made the social-economic problems more com-
plex in the area. This article suggests two points: 1. The formation of Cold War in the Middle East was
not a passive but an interactive process between the Soviet Union, the U.S., Israel and Arabic countries.
2. Due to the local religions, the Cold War in the Middle East was not heavily ideologically driven. In-
stead, there was a cultural barrier between Middle East countries and the two super-powers.

Negotiations between the United States and Burma on the Technicians for Rice Plan (1955—1956)
(AN Junpu)
The rice exports of Burma encountered poor sales after the Korean War. Its economic development
was hindered. Therefore, the government of Burma proposed the plan of “technicians for rice between
the United States and Burma”. However, rice was also unsalable in the U.S. at this moment. The U.S.
government thus reacted coldly. With the increasing polarization of the international relations in Southeast
Asia, Burma became the target of the United States and the Soviet Union. At the expense of economic
interests, the United States agreed to sign the agreement on rice for technicians with Burma to prevent
Burma from falling into the socialism bloc in 1956. It reflected that small states could make use of the
opportunities in the international relations to maximize their national interests by improving their diplo-
matic capacity. Meanwhile, by changing strategic relations with other powers, building an international
framework in line with their own interests, the great powers would achieve the goal of safeguarding
their national interests.
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