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10 films to watch in 2022 (partI)
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Belle (leFIERAE)

This cyberpunk update of Beauty and the Beast received a 14-minute standing ovation when it
premiered at last May's Cannes Film Festival — and it's easy to see why. Mamoru Hosoda's
dazzling anime is a fairy-tale romance, a high-school soap opera, a superhero action movie and a
science-fiction mystery all rolled into one. More than that, the film is a technical marvel in which
every frame sparkles with a seemingly infinite array of tiny details. Its heroine is a Japanese
schoolgirl who is too shy to sing in real life, but becomes a world-famous pop star in a
virtual-reality community. Everyone is desperate to uncover the true identity of her pink-haired,
blue-eyed alter ego — and when Belle meets the mysterious, monstrous Beast online, she is

desperate to work out who he is, too.
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Released on 14 January in the US and Turkey, 20 Jan in Italy, and 4 February in the UK and Spain
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The Batman (EhiRig(k)

Robert Pattinson channels his inner bat in this latest reboot. Matt Reeves, who co-wrote and
directs, told Empire he sees his version of the crime-fighter as a recluse inspired by Kurt Cobain.
Pattinson has the right brooding game for this, portraying a hero who is only in his second year
of saving Gotham, still finding his way as he takes on the ruthless Riddler (Paul Dano). Colin
Farrell, under layers of prosthetics, is The Penguin. But seemingly there will be some humour
amid the darkness and violence, going by the comical moment in one of the trailers, when The
Batman deadpans to Catwoman (Zoé Kravitz), in his husky, ultra-serious voice, "You've got a lot

of cats."
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Released internationally on 4 March
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Turning Red (S&EMIT)

Like /nside Out, Turning Red is a Pixar cartoon about the pains of growing up as a girl, but it is
unique in lots of ways: this is Pixar's first film to be directed solely by a woman, the first to be set
in Canada, and the first to revolve around a heroine from an Asian family. The heroine in question
is Meilin — or Mei — (Rosalie Chiang), a hard-working student who transforms into a huge,

shaggy red panda whenever she is stressed. Given that Mei is a 13-year-old Chinese-Canadian,



and that the film is set in Toronto in the early-2000s, Turning Red appears to be drawn from the
experiences of its writer-director, Domee Shi — except, presumably, for the bit about swelling up

into a giant, furry animal.
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Released internationally on 11 March
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Killers of the Flower Moon (B 3F)

Once again, Martin Scorsese has opted to tell a momentous true story of greed, ambition and
brutal crime. Adapted by Eric Roth from the non-fiction book by David Grann, Killers of the
Flower Moon examines the murders of several members of the Osage tribe in the 1920s. Robert
De Niro plays William Hale, an Oklahoma cattle rancher who covets the oil rights of the
Indigenous people, and Leonardo DiCaprio plays Hale's conflicted nephew, who is married to an
Osage tribeswoman (Lily Gladstone). Yes, the main attraction here is that we're finally getting to
see Scorsese's two favourite leading men together in one of his films. Mind you, Jesse Plemons is

sure to match them as Tom White, the FBI agent assigned to the case.

ST RSB RERMMERTHR T — X TRE. BOMAZRIFTIHERNESHNE. (KBRF)
RORIAR R BPETRT], SRERXEE=RAFEMETE, ZHBENT L 20 FRRESFEER/L
BRLRMRENRMY. DA R RS IhEEE A=A DM — - E AT RIS RS
B, RKBNZ B FEERIMNERETEELA FUAESHNRITE) SIERSEIIMNE, IREIFIIMNERE
iR, R, AANRAERIE, HREEXEET e EI L tRERNA NSRRI T .
AN ERSMBINEA), IHERISRSAEX — =4 EERBEERS D145,

Released in 2022
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Spider-Man: Across the Spider-Verse (Part One) (ilifi%: MEFH (k) )



One of the most innovative of all superhero films, Spider-Man: Into The Spider-Verse pioneered
its own pop-art visual style, and introduced the film world to the concept of different Spider-Men
in alternate universes — a concept that has since been borrowed by Marvel's

live-action Spider-Man: No Way Home. It's unlikely that the sequel will be quite as inventive, but,
as the sub-title suggests, Spider-Man: Across the Spider-Verse (Part One) is the first episode in a
two-part story, which makes it a rarity in the world of animated films. Once again masterminded
by creators of The Lego Movie Phil Lord and Christopher Miller, the film unites such
Spider-People as Miles Morales (Shameik Moore), Peter B Parker (Jake Johnson), Gwen Stacy

(Hailee Steinfeld) and the Spider-Man of the year 2099 (Oscar Isaac).
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Released internationally on 7 October
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