江苏省仪征中学2020-2021学年度第一学期高三12月检测
英语试卷

                         命题人: 张妮    审题人：闻宇青 高志玉
第一部分 听力（共两节，满分30分）

第一节（共5小题；每小题1.5分，满分7.5分）

听下面5段对话。每段对话后有一个小题，从题中所给的 A、B、C三个选项中选出最佳选项。听完每段对话后，你都有10秒钟的时间来回答有关小题和阅读下一小题。每段对话仅读一遍。

例：How much is the shirt?

A. £19.15.                      B. £9.15.               C. £9.18.

答案是B.

1. What will the woman do tomorrow?

A. Give money to the charity.     B. Go on a charity walk.   C. Visit the flood victims.

2. When will the woman be back?

A. 7:30.                       B. 7:00.               C. 8:00.

3. What is the woman doing?

A. Returning a piece of clothing.  B. Looking for a T-shirt.   C. Buying a picture.

4. Where did the man go last Saturday?

A. To the seaside.            B. To the cinema.            C. To the country park.

5. What is the possible relationship between the speakers?

A. Husband and wife.         B. Doctor and patient.          C. Colleagues.

第二节（共15小题；每小题1.5分，满分22.5分）

听下面5段对话或独白。每段对话或独白后有几个小题，从题中所给的 A、B、C三个选项中选出最佳选项。听每段对话或独白前，你将有时间阅读各个小题，每小题5秒钟；听完后，各小题将给出5秒钟的作答时间。每段对话或独白读两遍。

听第6段材料，回答第6、7题。

6. Why isn't the man impressed with Peter?

A. He lacks work experience.

B. He has no good qualifications.

C. He isn't enthusiastic enough in work.

7. Who will probably be the right person for the job?

A. Jenny.                 B. John.                    C. Paula.

听第7段材料，回答第8至10题。

8. What is the woman?

A. A producer.             B. A hostess.              C. An environmentalist.

9. What is the interview about?

A. The result of a study.     B. Tonight's evening news.  C. Environmental protection.

10. When does the conversation take place?

A. Before the interview.     B. During the interview.     C. After the interview.

听第8段材料，回答第11至13题。

11. What are the speakers discussing?

A. The man's green house.

B. The temperature in Greenland.

C. The change of life in Greenland.

12. What is always nice according to the man?

A. Animals can get more food.

B. He can see the ocean every day.

C. Green can be seen all year round.

13. What does the man have near his house?

A. Grass.              B. Trees.                       C. Vegetables.

听第9段材料，回答第14至16题。

14. Where does the conversation probably take place?

A. At the train station.      B. At the police station.           C. At home.

15. Why did the kids set off the alarm?

A. To amuse themselves.   B. To report an incident.  C. To attract the guard's attention.

16. Whom did the man argue with?

A. The kids.             B. The policeman.        C. The guard.

听第10段材料，回答第17至20题。

17. What is the show about?

A. Young enthusiastic scientists.

B. Experiments done by audience.

C. Explanations for some mysteries.

18. What subject is the speaker most looking forward to?

A. How to live a colorful life.

B. How to eat chocolate properly.

C. How to meet the perfect partner.

19. What does the speaker think of the show?

A. It's beneficial.            B. It's boring.             C. It's time-wasting.

20. How long will the show last ?

A. 30 minutes.              B. 60 minutes.              C. 90 minutes.

第二部分 阅读理解（共两节，满分 50 分）
第一节（共 15 小题；每小题 2.5 分，满分 37.5 分）
阅读下列短文，从每题所给的A、B、C、D 四个选项中选出最佳选项。
A

Hands-on activities can enrich a trip by creating fond memories and instilling knowledge about the local culture through interactivity. In Japan, a wide range of activities are offered to tourists at single workshops, many open air museums, as well as craft villages across Japan.

Fruit picking

Typical duration：30 to 60 minutes

Typical price range：800 to 3000 yen

Many farms across Japan offer fruit picking opportunities to tourists. The common procedure is for the visitor to get charged for a certain time period during which he／she can pick and enjoy the fruits on the spot. Typical fruit available for this activity include strawberries, apples and grapes.

Cheese／butter making

Typical duration：40 to 60 minutes

Typical price range：600 to 1000 yen

Cheese and dairy products are commonly made in northern Japan, especially in Hokkaido. Some farms offer cheese and butter making workshops. Visitors usually learn how to make the product and consume it on the spot. The Furano Cheese Factory is one place that offers such workshops.

Washi paper

Typical duration：30 to 60 minutes

Typical price range：500 to 1000 yen

In many workshops, for example at one near Ainokura Village, tourists can experience how washi paper is made. At other establishments, such as the Kyoto Museum of Traditional Crafts and Takumi no Sato, it is possible to make crafts such as fans and lanterns using washi Paper.

Tatami making

Typical duration：About two hours

Typical price range：500 to 1000 yen

It's possible to try Tatami making at many places in Japan including Otaru and Hakone. Tatami mats are made of straw and measure roughly 180 cm×90 cm. Few establishments offer workshops whereby you can make a small piece of Tatami and take it home as a souvenir. 

21. Which of the following activities takes the longest time?                  

A. Fruit picking.  B. Cheese／butter making.  C. Washi paper.  D. Tatami making.

22. Where can visitors make dairy products?

A. In Hokkaido.   



        B. Near Ainokura Village.

C. In the Kyoto Museum.


    D. In Otaru and Hakone.

23. What can we infer about hands-on activities from the text?

A. Visitors can take part in the activities for free．

B. People can take home the end products as souvenirs．

C. They all involve actually doing a particular thing．

D. They can offer people rich culture about their hometown．

B

It is the golden decade, the time in your life when you are carefree and at your happiest. Never again will you enjoy the freedom and thrills of your 20s.A new study has now confirmed the fears of anyone approaching middle-age-people's 20s are their happiest years.

But, while researchers warn of lower life satisfaction for 40 years, there is hope. Their findings show that life does get better at 65, with happiness levels rising. Dr Ioana Ramia, from the University of New South Wales in Australia, said, “Satisfaction over life decreases from the early 20s, plateaus for about 40 years and then increases from about 65 up.”

The aim of the research was to help develop policy to target specific age groups. Dr Ramia and her team found that happiness follows a U-curve with the highest levels experienced by those aged 15 to 24 and over 75.

Dr Ramia said, couples reported greatest satisfaction at life just before having their first child and a decrease from the child's first year of life through to when the child reaches six years old and starts school. She said, “It then stays low, but increases slightly, and is the highest around the age of 80. So that's something to look forward to.” Her team's research shows a strong connection between the middle-age happiness state and employment opportunities and financial situations, when “money and...jobs matter most”.

There was a greater emphasis on the quality of housing itself into middle age and beyond, along with neighborhood and community. “At this time happiness is at its lowest and it only starts to increase when people start focusing on other things, like their free time.” said Dr Ramia. Safety was an important aspect of life satisfaction in every age group, while health appeared twice-in the mid-30s with the first awareness of physical fallibility or illness, and again later in life, she said.

Though her research had shed some light onto the drivers of happiness, Dr Ramia said the peak at young and old age remained poorly understood, with question marks around how satisfaction could remain constant across the major parameters described yet manage to increase with age overall. Defining what "satisfaction" was and how it was rated by subjects was also a challenge for future research, she said.

24. The early 20s are thought to be the happiest years possibly because people_________.
A. enjoy their school life very much then.
B. can enjoy more freedom during that period.
C. usually have lots of friends in those years.

D. are going to have their own family in their life.
25. The underlined word "plateaus" in Paragraph 2 probably means______________.
A. keeps a relatively stable level.          B. keeps changing.
C. reaches a very low level.              D. turns more complex.
26. Paragraphs 4-5 mainly focus on_____________.
A. the factors influencing people's satisfaction at life.
B. the differences between the young and the old.
C. the reasons why happiness follows a U-curve.
D. the matters concerning the middle-aged group.
27. What can we learn from the last paragraph?

A. We still have a poor understanding on the old.

B. The drivers of happiness need further research.

C. It's still a challenge to remain happy in our life.

D. People are hard to be satisfied because of their age.

C

The world’s first fully electric plane has flown successfully for almost 15 minutes. The world’s first fully electric commercial aircraft took its first test flight on Tuesday, taking off from the Canadian city of Vancouver and offering hope that airlines may one day end their polluting emissions.

“This proves that commercial airmail in all-electric form can work,” said Roei Ganzarski, CEO of Seattle-based engineering firm MagniX. The company designed the plane’s motor and worked in partnership with Harbour Air, which carries half a million passengers a year between Vancouver, Whistler ski resort and nearby islands and coastal communities. Ganzarski said the technology would mean significant cost savings for airlines—not to mention zero emissions. “This signifies the start of the electric airmail age,” he told reporters.

Civil airmail is one of the fastest growing sources of carbon emissions as people increasingly take to the skies and new technologies have been slow to make remarkable progress. At 285 grammes of CO2 emitted per kilometre (mile) travelled by each passenger, airline industry emissions far exceed those from all other transport, according to the European Environment Agency.

The e-plane—a 62-year-old, six-passenger DHC–2 de Havilland Beaver seaplane improved on with an electric motor—was piloted by Greg McDougall, founder and CEO of Harbour Air. “For me that flight was just like flying a Beaver, but it was a Beaver on electric steroids (电动兴奋剂). I actually had to turn off the power button,” he said. McDougall took the plane in a short circle along the Fraser River near Vancouver International Airport in front of around 100 onlookers soon after sunrise.

28. What can we know from the first fully electric plane’s success?

A. The flying time of e-plane is 15 minutes at most.

B. The fully electric commercial airmail has functioned.

C. Airlines may realize the goal of zero emissions.

D. The fully electric plane never does damage to the environment.

29. What is the main idea of Paragraph 3?

A. The pollution caused by passengers.
   B. The backward airmail technology.

C. The current situation of civil airmail.
   D. The growing sources of carbon emissions.

30. What is Greg McDougall’s attitude towards the successful e-plane?

A. Shocked.   
  B. Positive.
        C. Doubtful.
       D. Objective.

31. Which of the following is the most likely title for this article?

A. A miracle in the history of flight       B. Some popular knowledge about flying

C. What it takes to be a pilot            D. New flight technology has become a reality  

D

This month, Germany’s transport minister, Alexander Dobrindt, proposed the first set of rules for autonomous vehicles. They would define the driver’s role in such cars and govern how such cars perform in crashes where lives might be lost.  

The proposal attempts to deal with what some call the “death valley” of autonomous vehicles: the grey area between semi-autonomous and fully driverless cars that could delay the driverless future.

Dobrindt wants three things: that a car always chooses property damage over personal injury; that it never distinguishes between humans based on age or race; and that if a human removes his or her hands from the driving wheel — to check email, say — the car’s maker is responsible if there is a crash. 

“The change to the road traffic law will permit fully automatic driving,” says Dobrindt. It will put fully driverless cars on an equal legal footing to human drivers, he says．

Who is responsible for the operation of such vehicles is not clear among car makers, consumers and lawyers. “The liability (法律责任）issue is the biggest one of them all, ” says Natasha Merat at the University of Leeds，UK.

An assumption behind UK insurance for driverless cars，introduced earlier this year, insists that a human “ be watchful and monitoring the road” at every moment.

But that is not what many people have in mind when thinking of driverless cars, “When you say ‘driverless cars’, people expect driverless cars.” Merat says “You know — no driver.”

Because of the confusion, Merat thinks some car makers will wait until vehicles can be fully automated without operation.

Driverless cars may end up being a form of public transport rather than vehicles you own, says Ryan Calo at Stanford University, California. That is happening in the UK and Singapore, where government-provided driverless vehicles are being launched.

That would go down poorly in the US, however. “The idea that the government would take over driverless cars and treat them as a public good would get absolutely nowhere here,” says Calo.

32. What does the phrase “death valley” in Paragraph 2 refer to?

A. A place where cars often break down.


B. A case where passing a law is impossible.
C. An area where no driving is permitted.


D. A situation where drivers’ role is not clear.
33. The proposal put forward by Dobrindt aims to __________．

A. stop people from breaking traffic rules.


B. help promote fully automatic driving.
C. protect drivers of all ages and races.


D. prevent serious property damage.
34. What do consumers think of the operation of driverless cars?

A. It should get the attention of insurance companies.
B. It should be the main concern of law makers.
C. It should not cause deadly traffic accidents.
D. It should involve no human responsibility.
35. Driverless vehicles in public transport see no bright future in __________．

A. Singapore.
B. the UK.
C. the US.
D. Germany.
第二节（共 5 小题；每小题 2.5 分，满分 12.5 分）
阅读下面短文，从短文后的选项中选出可以填入空白处的最佳选项。选项中有两项为多余选项。
Our Amazing Hands

The hand is where the mind meets the world. We use our hands to build fires, to fly airplanes, and to write. The human brain, with its open-ended creativity, may be the thing that makes the human race unique. But without hands, all the ideas we think up would come to nothing. 

____36____ Study it carefully, you will find something interesting. The thumb (拇指) alone is controlled by nine separate muscles. The wrist is a group of bones and muscles connected with nerves (神经). The nerves send branches into each fingertip, which makes the fingers extremely flexible. ____37____ 

Early hands seemed more unusual and interesting than any hand today. Some animals had seven fingers. Others had eight. But by the time vertebrates (脊椎动物) appeared 340 million years ago, the hand had developed to only five fingers. ____38____ 

Nevertheless, there are still many different types of hands in living animals. After years of research, scientists are beginning to understand the molecular (分子的) changes in hands. ____39____ This makes the hands of different animals very similar. There is a network of many genes (基因) that builds a hand, and all hands are built on that network.

The discovery has given scientists a deeper understanding of the development of hands. A bird’s wing and a lion’s paw (爪) may appear to have nothing in common. ____40____ It may just be a little more of one protein (蛋白) here, a little less of another there. In the past, scientists could recognize only the outward signs that hands had developed from a common ancestor. Today scientists are uncovering the inward signs as well.
A. Hands can often be used for a number of different purposes.

B. They also see that all hands start out in much the same way.

C. It has kept that number for reasons scientists don’t yet know.

D. No one would doubt that the five fingers are different with each other. 

E. But the difference between them may come down to a tiny change in form. 

F. The reason we can use our hands for so many things is their special structure. 

G. So you can see a skilled watchmaker use his hands to set springs in place under a microscope.

第三部分 语言知识运用（共两节，满分 30分）
第一节（共 15 小题；每题 1 分，满分15分）
阅读下面短文，从每题所给的 A、B、C、D 四个选项中选出可以填入空白处的最佳选项。
It was a dark night. Thick, dark, gray clouds had made sure that there was no starlight or moonlight to ____41___ me as I walked out on my porch. Still, I kept the porch light off because I didn’t want to be _____42____ by bugs and moths on this _____43____ summer evening. I stood there for a while letting my eyes adjust to the lack of ____44____.

It was then, though, that I saw them. First one blink of light at the far end of the meadow followed by another and then another. I _____45_____. I recognized them at once as my firefly(萤火虫) ____46___, my lightning bug buddies who always ____47____ this time of the year.

When I was little I used to sit in the grass and watch them ____48____ fly around blinking on and off. I never _____49____ and put one in a jar as some kids did because I never wanted to hurt these messengers of light. Their time on this earth was so _____50_____ as it was. I tried to enjoy them each night they were here. It always _____51_____ me when they disappeared in the fall and it always made my heart ____52_____ when they reappeared the next summer.

We are like them in a lot of ways. Our _____53_____ here on earth is brief. Often our light and love are more like on and off blinks rather than a ____54____ shine. Still, we do our best to share it and take _____55____ in knowing that others will be shining their light long after we are gone.

	41. A. shine
	B. greet
	C. please
	D. guide

	42. A. frightened
	B. accompanied
	C. surrounded
	D. troubled

	43. A. sticky
	B. dusk
	C. dark
	D. warm

	44. A. heat
	B. water
	C. light   
	D. air

	45. A. frowned
	B. cried
	C. smiled  
	D. sighed

	46. A. lovers
	B. friends
	C. partners  
	D. mates

	47. A. went out
	B. gave out
	C. settled down
	D. showed up

	48. A. fearfully

	B. cautiously
	C. nervously   
	D. slowly

	49. A. saw

	B. hit
	C. caught       
	D. got

	50. A. hard

	B. terrible
	C. useful        
	D. brief

	51. A. depressed
	B. surprised
	C. confused
	D. excited

	52. A. beat
	B. sing
	C. move        
	D. tremble

	53. A. hope
	B. memory

	C. mind             
	D. life

	54. A. beautiful

	B. steady

	C. bright       
	D. clear

	55. A. pride
	B. comfort
	C. action   
	D. interest


第二节（共 10 小题；每小题 1.5 分，满分 15 分）
阅读下面短文，在空白处填入 1个适当的单词或括号内单词的正确形式。

Taking a gap year before you move into further education is not a new concept, ____56___ now focuses on making the most of this break from academic life. Long gone are the days of just hanging out on a beach or backpacking round the world. While that is still an option, a gap year is now more about gaining skills that ____57____ (help) you in later life.

Doing something productive is exactly what students ____58___ (encourage) to do because doing more purposeful things like work experience or charity work helps them acquire skills to use when ____59___ (compete) for a place at university. It looks good on their CV and eventually makes them more employable.

_____60____ the benefits of taking a gap year, some students worry they can’t afford it. A student, Tom, told the BBC that to him, a gap year was ____61____ ‘alien concept’. He said “it would have been far too expensive and it's not something that I would have been able to rely on my parents or family members for.” But some experts say that it needn’t burn a hole in your pocket; you don’t need to travel far and you can even earn money by doing ____62___ (pay) work.

For those who do have the funds, a ____63____ (combine) of working, volunteering and travelling is _____64____ (doubt) an amazing opportunity. It increases confidence and independence, offers you a chance to learn new crafts, and gives you time to reflect on _____65___ university is right for you.

第四部分 写作（共两节，满分 40 分）
第一节 应用文写作（满分15 分）

假定你是李华，你班英国交换生Jack下周要回国，你周六因参加汉语诗词比赛，不能参加同学们为他举行的欢送派对，请根据以下要点给他写封电子邮件．
1. 表达自己的遗憾；

2. 说明不能参加派对的原因；回顾美好时光
3. 表达美好祝愿．

注意：1．词数80左右；
2．可以适当增加细节，以使行文连贯．
3．开头和结尾已给出，不计入总词数．

第二节 读后续写（满分25分）
阅读下面短文，根据其内容和所给段落开头语进行续写，使之构成一个完整的短文。 续写的词数应为 150 词左右。

In the doorway of my home, I looked closely at the face of my 23-year-old son, his backpack by his side. We were saying good-bye. In a few hours he would be flying to France. He would be staying there for at least a year to learn another language and experience life in a different country.

Before his college graduation, one day I told Daniel that the great failing in my life had been that I didn't take a year or two off to travel when I finished college. This is the best way to my way of thinking, to broaden oneself and develop a lager perspective on life. Once I had married and begun working, I found that the eagerness of living in another culture had disappeared.

Daniel thought about this. His friends said that he would be insane to put his career on hold. But he decided it was not so crazy. After graduation, he worked as a waiter at college, a bike messenger and a house painter. With the money he earned, he had enough to go to Paris.

Last night, I tossed in bed, unable to sleep. It was a transitional time in Daniel’s, a passage, a step from college into the adult world. I wanted to leave him some words that would have some meaning, some significance beyond the moment. I failed. Nothing came to my mind. Maybe, I thought, it wasn’t necessary to say anything.

But I knew that it was necessary. My father and I loved each other. Yet, I always regretted never hearing him put his feelings into words and never having the memory of that moment.

Now, as I stood before Daniel, still nothing came from my lips. No sound broke the stillness of my beach-side home. Outside, I could hear the shrill cries of sea gulls as they circled the ever-changing surf of Long Island. Inside, I stood frozen and quiet, looking into the searching eyes of my son.

1.续写词数应为150左右

2.请按如下格式在答题卡的相应位置作答.

What made it more difficult was that I knew this was not the first time I had let such a moment pass. _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Thinking of those lost opportunities, now I could feel my palms sweat and my throat tighten.

_____________________________________________________________________________
江苏省仪征中学2020-2021学年度第一学期高三12月检测
英语试卷 答案
一．听力1-5 BABCB  6-10 ACBAA       11-15 CBBCA      16-20 CCCAB
二．阅读 DAC   BACB   CCBD  DBDC
三．七选五   FGCBE
四．完型填空
21. B    22. D    23. A    24. C    25. C    

26. B    27. D    28. D    29. C    30. D    

31. A    32. B    33. D    34. B    35. B

五．语法填空
56. which    57. will help    58. are encouraged    59. competing    60. Despite    

61. an    62. paid    63. combination    64. undoubtedly    65. whether

应用文：
Dear Jack，
I'm very sorry to tell you that I can not attend your farewell party to be held this Saturday evening．

As you know，a Chinese Poetry Competition is being held in our school and I have successfully entered the final round competition，which happens to be scheduled on this Saturday and will not end until late into the evening．【高分句型一】It's a great pity that I can't make it to your party．【高分句型二】（说明不能参加派对的原因）But I've prepared a gift for you and hopefully the gift will remind you of the days we have spend happily together．（回顾美好时光）
May the party be a great success and enjoy yourself that day!（表达美好祝愿）

读后续写：
What made it more difficult was that I knew this was not the first time I had let such a moment pass. My mind quickly raced back to a summer vacation 8 years ago, when Daniel would tread on the forest with his three buddies for the first time. Bags packed and tools ready, Daniel waited quietly for my final reminder. I just stared at him and quietly murmured. “Take care, son.” Another time, Daniel was to give a graduation speech in front of 1,500 students. Before hopping the stage, he inquired, “Mom, do you have any word for me?” “No, son, just believe in yourself.” I escaped his searching eyes and retreated into my seat.

Thinking of those lost opportunities, now I could feel my palms sweat and my throat tighten. Finally, I mustered up my courage and blurted out, “son, I am so proud of you to make this decision and experience a brand-new culture. I assure you this will be the most valuable asset in your life. I take pride in you because you possess the courage which I failed to have in pursuing your dream. Please take care and my love is always by your side.” As a lump formed in my throat, I could no longer continue. My son was also touched beyond words as tears brimmed over in his eyes. Finally out came his mother’s reminder and words he had been waiting for in the last 20 years.

【解析】
【分析】

本文以时间和人物为线索展开，讲述了作者23岁的儿子Daniel在离开家去法国学习，体验新生活时，作者的不舍和各种心理活动；他们母子彼此相爱。但是，作者总是遗憾从来没对Daniel说出自己的感受，对他的爱、期望和祝愿。离别前，儿子渴望作者能对他说些什么。

[image: image1.wmf]【

详解】1.段落续写：

①由第一段首句内容“更糟糕的是，我知道自己已经不是第一次让这样的时刻白白流逝了。”可知，第一段可描写作者以前错过的机会。

②由第二段首句内容“想到那些失去的机会，我的手心冒汗，喉咙发紧。”可知，第二段可描写作者鼓起勇气终于对儿子说出了自己的感受和对他的期望，儿子也非常感动。
2.续写线索：作者回忆过去——紧张——鼓起勇气——说出对儿子爱——感动
3.词汇激活
行为类
①回忆： raced back to/recall

②鼓起勇气：mustered up my courage /screw up courage

情绪类
①感动：touched/moved

②紧张：my palms sweat/my throat tighten

【点睛】[高分句型1]. I assure you this will be the most valuable asset in your life. （you后是省略that的宾语从句）
[高分句型2]. I take pride in you because you possess the courage which I failed to have in pursuing your dream. （because引导原因状语从句，which引导定语从句，先行词courage）

录音稿

(Text 1) 

W: Marco and I want to do something to help the flood victims.

M: What are you going to do?

W: We’re going to do a charity walk tomorrow.

(Text 2) 

M: If you need the book, I can bring it round to your house tonight. Will you be in?

W: Well, I’ve got an English class until seven o’clock, but I’ll be back about half an hour after that.

M: OK, that’s fine. I’m meeting Richard in a cafe at eight, but I can come round to your place first.

(Text 3) 

W: Hello. I bought a nice T-shirt from here — with a picture of horses on it. Do you know if you have any more? I’d like one for my friend.

M: Well, they should be over there on the shelf.

(Text 4) 

W: I went to the movies with my friends last Saturday. How about you?

M: Well, my parents and I planned to go to the seaside and have a picnic, but before we left, my dad checked a travel website which said there would be traffic jams. So we went to the country park instead. 

(Text 5) 

M: You seem a little warm. Let me take your temperature. Yes, you have a fever. 

W: Really? I hope I won’t be too sick to go to work.

M: You’d better take a few days off. I’ll give you some medicine and be sure to get more rest and drink lots of water. 

(Text 6) 

W: Well, I think all the applicants were really good today! 

M: I’m not sure if I agree, Jenny. I wasn’t so impressed with them. 

W: Really? I thought John seemed really enthusiastic and Peter has some excellent qualifications.

M: John doesn’t have enough experience and Peter has only just finished college. We need people with lots of experience who can take on lots of responsibility.

W: But what about Paula? She has two years’ experience working in a bank. 

M: I suppose so. And she has good qualifications. She would need extra training if we decide to employ her.

W: Absolutely. 

(Text 7)

W: Thank you for meeting me, Dr. Freeman. 

M: It’s my pleasure. I’m glad to be here.

W: Sorry for the short notice, but we’re hoping to air this story on tonight’s evening news. The producer already briefed you about our interview, right?

M: Yes, she told me we’re going to discuss the research results of our study.

W: Yes, hopefully the results will encourage more people to recycle and care for the environment. The interview should take about thirty minutes. Are you ready to begin?

M: Sure, let’s start. 

W: Good evening. Today with me is Dr. Freeman. And you know he is …

(Text 8)

W: So, Eric, how is life in Greenland these days?

M: Oh, you know. Winters are long. I live on the coast, though, so I get to see the ocean every day. That’s always nice.

W: I heard that winters in Greenland are somewhat shorter than they used to be — global warming, I guess?

M: Yes, that’s true. They’re calling it “the greening of Greenland”.

W: The “greening”? What does that mean?

M: Well, the average temperature in Greenland is rising twice as fast as in other places. So, now I have a few trees near my house. Trees didn’t use to exist in Greenland, you know! And we, um, people are growing some vegetables now — cabbage, potatoes, and things like that. And farmers can grow more grass for their animals. 

(Text 9) 

W: Jack. It’s very unusual for you to be so late. What happened?

M: I managed to get the train, but it was really crowded and it was a terrible journey.

W: How come?

M: The train was full of immature students who thought it was funny to set off the emergency alarm.

W: Oh, no!

M: So we stopped in the middle of nowhere, and it took the guard forever to deal with the kids and call the police. I got a bit impatient after a while and argued with the guard, who then made me get off the train. Then I had to wait an hour for the next train because it was delayed!

W: Oh, dear! So you haven’t had supper yet?

M: No. I’m really hungry.

W: OK. Supper is ready.

(Text 10)

W: I’ve just discovered a fantastic new show called How Do They Do That?. The idea is simple. Take a topic — like travel, for example and then think of lots of little mysteries that could be explained. How do planes take off and land? That sort of thing. Then get two young, enthusiastic hosts in a lab to do lots of exciting experiments. Add some pictures to explain the process to the audience and that’s the show. Get the idea?

Each edition looks at a different subject. As well as travel, topics that have already been covered include education, the body, things around the house and magic — my favorite so far. Still to come are personal finances, the natural world, sports, and life and how to live it. The one I’m personally looking forward to the most is how to meet the perfect partner. But some of my friends would like to know how to eat chocolate without putting on weight.  

What I like most about the show is that it’s fun and you learn something at the same time, so you don’t feel so guilty about spending 60 minutes in front of the TV each week. So if you aren’t already watching How Do They Do That?, I strongly recommend that you make the time. You’ll never think it boring. It’s on every Tuesday at 9 p.m. but this week’s edition won’t be shown until half an hour later because of the live international soccer game. Get watching and start learning! 



