
江苏省仪征中学2021届高三英语上学期限时练习（一）
一、阅读理解 (共15小题；每小题2分，满分30分)

A
New Holland honeyeaters are experts at sounding the alarm when there’s danger, according to new research from biologists at the Australian National University (ANU) and the University of Cambridge.
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Study authors, Dr. Jessica McLachlan and Professor Rob Magrath, found honeyeaters can spread the word in the blink of an eye, using a two-stage alarm.

It’s particularly effective when they are threatened by fast-moving birds of prey.

“When a hawk is swooping down, its target has only a second to flee to cover-a split second can make the difference between life and death,” Dr. McLachlan said.

“But animals often signal urgent danger using repeated notes, which makes sure others hear the warning but it takes a long time to deliver.”

“So there’s a problem. How to send a lightning-fast message in a long call?”

New Holland honeyeaters solve this problem elegantly. They “front-load” information about urgency into the first note of their alarm call, so other honeyeaters can respond quickly.

The clever honeyeaters follow this up with more notes to reinforce the message and signal how long to remain hidden.

“They use a long call, with lots of notes, to make sure the message is heard,” Professor Magrath said. “And the more notes, the more urgent the danger.”

“But they also modify the first note to indicate if it’s necessary to take immediate cover. So it’s a two-part message that is quick, reliable and informative.”

The technique is so effective the authors expect to see other species adopt it.

“Many other species modify alarm calls as the threat increases, but there is surprisingly little known about how fast they convey the message,” Professor Magrath said.

The researchers conducted their study in Canberra’s National Botanic Gardens over a period of several years.

“These birds live in the Gardens and are used to having people around. This helped us to record natural interactions with their predators (捕猎者), such as sparrow hawks and currawongs, and to video the honeyeaters ‘responses to different alarm calls,” Professor Magrath said.

1. According to Dr. Jessica McLachlan, __________.
A. speed counts when it comes to honeyeaters’ life or death

B. the second-part message in a honeyeater’s call is more reliable

C. the message about where to take cover is conveyed very fast

D. the urgency degree relies on the first note in a honeyeater’s call

2. What does “they” in Paragraph 12 refer to?

A. alarm calls               B. modified notes             C. other species            D. clever honeyeaters

3. The researchers’ findings are mainly based on

A. the comparison between honeyeaters and other birds

B. the analysis of length of alarm calls made by honeyeaters

C. the record of the honeyeaters’ response and signal transmission

D. the observation of birds in Canberra’s National Botanic Gardens

B

Although Facebook offers various privacy settings that can be improved, there is no way to guarantee that your photos will not be seen by people you didn’t intend to share with. While the risk of sexual predators stalking (跟踪) children after seeing their Facebook photos is small, it cannot be completely discounted. Posting photos of your children also sets a bad example to them about privacy and opens them up to other dangers, such as identity theft.

Exposure to Sexual Predators

Posting photos of your children on Facebook could bring them to the attention of sexual predators, even if you set the privacy settings so that only friends and family are able to see the photos. Well-meaning relatives can republish the photos, with less strict privacy settings. This practice can be dangerous if there are easily recognizable landmarks or information that can pinpoint the location of the child in the photo. Many Facebook games and apps encourage you to increase the size of your friend list, but doing so can expose your personal information to unwanted strangers. This information, in tune with status updates revealing your whereabouts and photos of your children, can make it all too easy for someone to stalk your family.

Set a Bad Example

Young children should be taught from an early age about the dangers of revealing too much information to strangers. With smartphones and other electronic devices making it easy to post  photos online, it is important that children understand the dangers of uploading the wrong kind of  pictures. If you upload lots of photos of your children to Facebook, they may draw the conclusion that there is nothing wrong with sharing images online. For example, many parents post photos of their children in the bath or in their swimwear. Unless children are taught boundaries about sharing personal photos such as these, it can have a negative effect on them later in life.

Identity Theft

After you post photos of your children online on sites such as Facebook, you no longer have any control over what the images are used for. Even with strict privacy settings these photos can be viewed, downloaded, modified and uploaded elsewhere by other people if they are determined enough. Photos of your child could be used for advertising, as many website owners use photos they find on the Internet to promote their sites. Someone could even use photos of your child to create a fake profile on a teen site with the intention of getting close to other teens.

Open Children To Bullying & Intimidation (恐吓)
While posting embarrassing photos of your children on Facebook might seem like harmless fun, it can expose them to bullying and intimidation. If someone distributes these photos to online forums and websites as a joke it can cause a lot of emotional trauma for your child. In some severe cases, teens have committed suicide after threats and bullying online.

4. Paragraph I is to tell readers that_____
A. the sense of identity can be built by sharing online

B. you’re likely to be stalked with your photos posted

C. posting children’s picture online has become a trend

D. uploading children’s photos may invite potential trouble

5. What does the author advise people to do?

A. Set the privacy settings before uploading photos.

B. Teach children to post conservative photos online.

C. Claim controls over children’s photos posted online.

D. Avoid circulating children’s photos containing privacy online.

6. What does the underlined word “trauma” in the last paragraph mean?

A. gain                   B. change                 C. injury               D. loss

7. What’s the best title of the passage?

A. Posting children’s photos online-a Pandora’s Box

B. Posting children’s photos online-a Herculean task

C. Posting children’s photos online-a good Samaritan

D. Posting children’s photos online-a God’s Eye View

C
In 2016, the world's population cast aside 49 million tons of electronic waste, known as e-waste. It has been calculated that this number will grow to more than 60 million tons by 2021.

What is causing the upsurge （激增）in e-waste? Technology is becoming more and more widespread, covering almost every aspect of our lives. Meanwhile, the lifespan of devices is getting shorter — many products will be thrown away once their batteries die, to be replaced by new devices. Companies intentionally plan the obsolescence （过时）of their goods by updating the design or software and discontinuing support for older models, so that now it is usually cheaper and easier to buy a new product than to repair an old one. Since prices are falling, electronic devices are in demand around the world.

As more people buy electronic equipment, manufacturers are beginning to face shortages of the raw materials needed to make their products, so recycling and reusing materials from discarded products and waste makes economic and environmental sense.

Recycling e-waste is practiced both formally and informally. Proper or formal e-waste recycling usually involves taking apart the electronics, separating and sorting through the materials and cleaning them. Companies must obey health and safety rules to reduce the health and environmental hazards of handling e-waste by using pollution-control technologies. All this makes formal recycling expensive. Informal recycling is typically unlicensed and uncontrolled. At informal recycling workshops, men and women recover valuable materials by burning devices to melt away non — valuable materials. Usually they do not wear protective equipment and lack any awareness that they are handling dangerous materials.

With the amount of e-waste growing around the world, recycling alone will not be enough to solve the problem. In order to reduce e-waste, manufacturers need to design electronics that are safer, and more durable, repairable and recyclable. The best thing you can do is resist buying a new device until you really need it. Try to get your old product repaired if possible and, if it can't be fixed, resell or recycle it responsibly. Before you recycle your device, put any broken parts in separate containers and close these tightly to prevent chemicals from leaking. Wear latex gloves and a mask if you're handling something that's broken.

8. What is paragraph 2 mainly about?

A. The methods of recycling e-waste.
                 B. The results of updating devices.

C. The reasons for e-waste's sharp increasing.
   D. The causes of devices' price dropping.

9. Which of the following best explains the underlined word “hazards" in paragraph 4?

A. Influence.
          B. Harm.
           C. Limits.
           D. Costs.

10. What can we know about informal recycling workshops from paragraph 4?

A. Their ways of reusing waste are encouraged largely.

B. They aim to discover rare materials for new products.

C. They are responsible for handling all the dangerous waste.

D. Their workers are unaware of the danger from dealing with devices.

11. What does the author want to convey in the last paragraph?

A. Everyone should take action to reduce e-waste.

B. Companies should be mainly responsible for reducing e-waste.

C. Fixing a device could cause more pollution than buying a new one.

D. E-waste could be broken down by burying it underground for a long time.

D

Once I told someone I wanted to get a master’s degree of fine arts in creative writing and they told me it was the second-to-worst post-graduation plan they’d ever heard from a student. Arts degrees — especially fine arts degrees, which usually come in the form of music, studio art, creative writing and theater — have been, over the years, labeled useless.

It’s true that for the most part, STEM degrees lead to higher paying jobs than liberal and fine arts degrees, and it’s understandable why young people care about a higher starting salary and financial security. Student loan debt is playing a role in the physical and mental stress of young people.

And while STEM majors usually have starting salaries that are $20,000 higher than those of liberal arts majors, by the time people reach the age of 40, the salaries between those who majored in the liberal arts and those who majored in STEM are virtually the same. For example, women who major in STEM earned nearly 50% more than social science and history majors at ages 23-25, but only 10% more by ages 38-40, a New York Times analysis reported. So even in terms of salary, which doesn’t solely determine whether or not a degree is useful, liberal arts degrees aren’t all that far behind STEM.

It seems too that since people nowadays are going to have to work longer, it’s more important than ever that we actually like and care about what we’re doing. Pursuing something enjoyable, or else a passion, is continuously found to be a key factor in maintaining healthy relationships, mental health, physical health and energy. In other words, not useless.

Art is also a method of communication. It allows people from different backgrounds, from different walks of life to communicate with each other. In a world where borders and division seem to be all over the place, we need art more than ever. We need liberal arts majors. And more than anything, we need to be able to pursue what we love with confidence, and we need to not get caught up in the “usefulness” of what we love.

And just because someone’s primary job isn’t in their field of study — a writer who teaches high school for example— doesn’t make the degree useless. It just means that their way of finding a stable income is different. The same goes for artists who have to work multiple jobs to support themselves. They might have to find other means of supporting themselves and their artistry. It might be copy editing or it might be tutoring.

So I am going to graduate school, and I am going to graduate school for writing. I might be paying rent by way of overnight restaurant shifts — there’s so much I’m not sure of. But one thing I am sure of is this — I would rather be a writer working two jobs to pay my bills than be no writer at all.

12. A New York Times analysis report is mentioned in Paragraph 3 to ______.

A. analyse the potential value of different majors

B. put forward the opinion on majors by example

C. prove the argument against arts degrees wrong

D. demonstrate the link between majors and incomes

13. Why does the author think learning arts is useful?

A. Following one’s dream of arts keeps one in good condition.

B. Doing what one loves builds up one’s self-confidence in arts.

C. Mastering arts improves one’s understanding of different jobs.

D. Developing a love for arts helps one maintain passion for work.

14. The author thinks that doing multiple jobs is _______.

A. unavoidable
     B. common              C. traditional
  D. acceptable

15. What can we infer from the passage?

A. Students learning arts are more concerned about the value of life.

B. People tend to place income in the first place when choosing majors.

C. The man who doesn’t love his work won’t stick with the job for long.

D. Graduates can find a broader space of development in the field of arts.

二、七选五
Let’s take a minute to think about the water we use. The human body is 60% water and we need to drink lots of water to be healthy. When we are thirsty we just go to the kitchen and fill a glass with clean water.

   16    For example, farmers, who produce the food we eat, use water to make the plants grow. When we turn on a light or switch on a TV or a computer we use energy and we need water to produce this energy.
The truth is that we are lucky enough to have clean water whenever we want, but this is not the case for many people around the world.     17     That’s around one in 10 people in the world. If we drink dirty water, we can catch diseases from the bacteria and become ill. Every year over 500,000 children die from diarrhoea (腹泻) from dirty water. That’s around 1,400 children every day! Also, in some countries children walk many kilometres every day to get water.     18     Therefore, they don’t have time to learn how to read or write and don’t get an education.

19   On this day every year, countries around the world hold events to educate people about the problems of dirty water and that clean water is something that everyone should have around the world. At one school in the UK, children between the ages of 10 and 15 walk 6km with six litres of water.    20     People give them money to do this and all the money helps get clean water to as many people as possible around the world.

A. We use water indirectly too.

B. Every system in our body depends on water to function.

C. It is to inspire people to learn more about water-related problems.

D. If children walk many hours a day to get water, they can’t go to school.

E. Did you know that around 750 million people do not have clean water to drink? 

F. In 1993 the United Nations decided that March 22nd is the World Day for Water.

G. In this way, they know how it feels to walk a long distance carrying heavy bottles.

三、 完形填空 (共20小题；每小题1分，满分20分)

My kids sat on Gee's living room floor and respectfully lifted Christmas decorations out of a cardboard box. They shouted with     21      when they discovered a tiny toy cat. Finally, my son was    22    about a tiny modern helicopter, just on the contrary, my daughter with a(n)    23      Mickey Mouse.
Gee stood beside them,     24    each treasure. She turned to me and continued to say she and Tom built their    25     over time by buying one or two nice ones each year in the after-Christmas sales. Eventually, we    26   , with boxes in my arms and she was smiling. Her    27       belongings, gathered over a lifetime, found a new home.

We first      28    Tom and Gee in the early days of our marriage. Jim and I worked full-time, and in the morning we
  29      our garbage cans on the roadside, which would have to wait the long, lonely 10 hours there until we returned to    30     them. Every day we’d come home to find them neatly    31    in their spot next to our garage. Finally we saw an old couple who    32      with his 10-year-old grandson across from us pick them up.

Tom and Gee    33      picked up garbage cans and taught us what it    34   to be a neighbor. They taught us that      35     doesn’t end at a boundary line. It    36     to all these people. These people, the     37    among them and the love that flows through them all explain what a home is.
This Christmas, we’ll make our tree attractive with Gee's    38   . We’ll bring beautifully packaged Christmas presents to some      39      like the couple. To others, we'll     40    a wave and a “Merry Christmas.”
	21. A. care
	B. horror
	C. delight
	D. caution

	22. A. doubtful
	B. anxious
	C. pitiful
	D. crazy

	23. A. worn
	B. traditional
	C. old
	D. silly

	24. A. designing
	B. getting
	C. explaining
	D. weighing

	25. A. collections
	B. interest
	C. possessions
	D. pleasure

	26. A. refused
	B. arrived
	C. selected
	D. left

	27. A. strange
	B. precious
	C. modem
	D. spare

	28. A. met
	B. invited
	C. accepted
	D. thanked

	29. A. laid
	B. emptied
	C. deserted
	D. stored

	30. A. store up
	B. deal with
	C. make out
	D. care about

	31. A. buried
	B. transformed
	C. placed
	D. developed

	32. A. lived
	B. quarreled
	C. worked
	D. wandered

	33. A. carelessly
	B. quietly 
	C. casually
	D. violently

	34. A. occurred
	B. meant
	C. reflected
	D. expected

	35. A. privacy
	B. hope
	C. peace
	D. home

	36. A. turns
	B. adds
	C. agrees
	D. extends

	37. A. control
	B. words
	C. connections
	D. comfort

	38. A. decorations
	B. fund
	C. methods
	D. donation

	39. A. partners
	B. strangers
	C. neighbors
	D. relatives

	40. A. stop
	B. create
	C. keep
	D. exchange
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