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Can the Expansion of Higher Education Scale Improve the Level
of Scientific Research Output of Colleges and Universities?
—Analysis based on Difference-in-differences ( DID) Model

XU Wenjun' ,CHANG Qiaoli* ,HU Dexin’
(1. Department of Education , Tianjin Normal University , Tianjin 300382, China ;
2. School of Education , Tianjin University , Tianjin 300354 , China)

Abstract: As an important part of China’s strategy of rejuvenating the country through science and educa-
tion, the policy of expanding the scale of higher education since the end of the 20th century has had profound
influences on the quantity, quality, and structure evolution of higher education in China. With the provincial
panel data from 1996 to 2016, this paper delves into the influence of the policy of expanding the scale of higher
education on the level of scientific research output of colleges and universities by using the difference-in-
differences ( DID) model. The results show that this policy can significantly improve the scientific research level
of colleges and universities with a contribution rate of 35.1% —66.1% . It has a significant increasing effect on
improving the scientific research output of colleges and universities,, with its contribution rate reaching 55.1% ,
64.3% ,and 74.6% in periods of 2003 —2006,2007 — 2010, and 2011 - 2016, respectively. In the context of
this policy,a significant improvement is observed in the level of scientific research output of universities in the
western region of China, with a contribution rate being as high as 149. 6% . By contrast, the influence of this
policy is not significant in the central and eastern regions.

Key words: scale expansion of higher education; scientific research output of colleges and universities;

scientific papers; difference-in-differences model
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Image Narration Interpretation of Ethnic Interaction,
Communication, and Integration in History Textbooks
—A Case Study of '"Eastern Han Tomb Mural in Helinger' in
History Textbook of the Unified Edition for Senior High Schools

CHEN Deyun, LI Mengying

(College of History ,Culture and Tourism ,Sichuan Normal University , Chengdu 610068 , China)

Abstract; An Eastern Han tomb mural in Helinger is included in the selective compulsory textbook 1,one
of the history textbooks of the unified edition for senior high schools, which is not only a witness of history but
also an important narrative medium to forge a strong sense of community for the Chinese nation. By leveraging
the Panofsky’s iconography theory,the mural can be deeply interpreted from three dimensions. In terms of artistic
form, it can be regarded as an image medium that records the interaction and contact between Helinger and the
central plains during the Eastern Han Dynasty. In terms of the content theme ,the mural shows the historical facts
regarding ethnic interaction,communication ,and integration exchanges in economy , culture ,and social life in the
Eastern Han Dynasty and reveals the diversity and inclusiveness of the image of community for the Chinese
nation. In terms of value significance ,the mural , as an image representation of community for the Chinese nation
reflects the spiritual resonance of all ethnic groups in the common historical and cultural identity.

Key words: Eastern Han tomb mural in Helinger; image interpretation; narration; community for the

Chinese nation; history teaching in senior high schools
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